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Summary of discussions and final recommendations of ISC 

1. There was general agreement that there are deficiencies in the way that scientific and other information is made available to decision-makers and that this may be one of the impediments to confronting the loss of biodiversity. 
As a result, feedback effects between changes in biodiversity at different spatial and temporal scales are often ignored.  There is no independent mechanism to collate the information currently available, and to deliver it to decision-makers at different spatial and temporal scales. The CBD, others biodiversity related conventions and multilateral environmental agreements concerned with biodiversity, national governments, regional groupings (e.g. regional trade associations), non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations, local communities and private users are all affected by this problem.
2. There was agreement that before setting up any new process or mechanism (or holding consultations) a serious assessment should be undertaken of the successes and failures of existing mechanisms and processes both within the biodiversity arena (eg SBSTTA) and elsewhere (e.g. IPCC, Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, etc.). 

3. The view was expressed that there had not been yet sufficient consideration of the potential for strengthening, adopting or changing any of the existing processes or mechanisms to meet the needs being identified. 
4. There was general agreement that holding regional level consultations was the best option for making the IMoSEB consultations fully take on board national views and needs while not having to contend with the logistical and financial problems of holding consultations in each and every country.
5. There was agreement that the consultation would be informed by a question of the general form: What are the expected changes in biodiversity, what are the consequences for ecosystem functioning, ecosystem services and human well-being at different spatial scales, and what are the options for adaptation to or mitigation of such changes?

6. Some of the specific questions that need to be asked during the consultations that seemed to be generally accepted included: 
a) What are the scientific knowledge and information gaps that need to be filled? 
b) Are there any existing processes or mechanisms that can be strengthened, adopted or changed to meet these needs? 
c) What would be the purpose and value added of a new mechanism and its relation with others existing mechanisms and processes?

7. The meeting overall ended with the agreement to: 

a) Undertake a review of what is needed in the biodiversity science-policy

interface, based on a study of existing mechanisms; and 
b) To hold a consultation that would foster an open dialogue and explore different several possible options. 

The Executive Committee was asked to consider these two tasks.

